Welcome to Tree of Life Lutheran Church
October 26, 2025 — Reformation Sunday

Leader in regular type, congregation in bold type
1 means stand as you are able
Restrooms are by the kitchen and by the Wiggle Room

Wiggle Room is available for anyone needing a brief break from
worship, at the end of the piano wing of the sanctuary

WiFi is available: Look for TOL-GUEST: password is OdessaTOL1

We Gather as God’s People

PRELUDE
You can use this time for quiet reflection, prayer and preparation for worship.

T CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

(Texts adapted from key writings of the Lutheran Reformation: Mertin Luther’s 95 Theses; Article 1V of the
Augsburg Confession, Romans 3:23-24; prayer attributed to Luther, Luther’s Small Catechism)

In the name of the Father, and the +Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

When our Lord Jesus Christ said, “Repent,” he willed the entire life of believers to be
one of repentance.
For sin remains until our entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven.

We cannot obtain forgiveness and righteousness before God by our own works.
But we receive forgiveness of sin and become righteous before God by grace,
for Christ’s sake, through faith; when we trust that Christ suffered for us and
that, for his sake, our sin is forgiven, and righteousness and eternal life are
given to us.

For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.
But all are now justified by His grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus.



Trusting in God’s salvation by grace alone, let us confess our sins in the presence of
God and one-another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Behold, Lord: We are empty vessels that need to be filled. O Lord, fill us. We are
weak in the faith; strengthen us. We are cold in love; warm us, that our love
may go out to our neighbor. We do not have a strong and firm faith; at times we
doubt and are unable to trust you altogether. O Lord, help us. Strengthen our
faith and trust in you. Forgive us our sins, for into your hands we commend
ourselves. Amen.

Jesus Christ has redeemed us, delivered us and freed us from all sin, from death,
and from the power of the devil, not with silver and gold but with his holy and
precious blood and with his innocent sufferings and death. Therefore, by Christ’s
authority, | proclaim unto you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the +Son and of the Holy Spirit. This is most certainly true. Amen.

T HYMN “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” RED HYMNAL #504

T APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

T KYRIE ELW p. 147
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal - vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.




T HYMN OF PRAISE “This is the Feast” ELW p. 149
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Final refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain
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T PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews
the Church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them
steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against
all enemies of the Gospel, and bestow on the Church your saving peace, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

We Hear God’s Word

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34
A reading from Jeremiah:

31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 3?1t will not be like the
covenant that | made with their ancestors when | took them by the hand to bring them
out of the land of Egypt — a covenant that they broke, though | was their husband,
says the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after
those days, says the Lord: | will put my law within them, and | will write it on their
hearts, and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. 3 No longer shall they
teach one another or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord, for | will forgive their iniquity and
remember their sin no more.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 46
1God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
3though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
"The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8 Come now, regard the works of the Lord,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world:;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
10«Be still, then, and know that | am God;
| will be exalted among the nations; | will be exalted in the earth.”
"The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28
A reading from Romans:

' Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under
the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held
accountable to God. 2° For no human will be justified before him by deeds prescribed
by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

21But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed
and is attested by the Law and the Prophets, ??the righteousness of God through the
faith of Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 2®since all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God; % they are now justified by his grace as a
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 2> whom God put forward as a
sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to
demonstrate his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed
over the sins previously committed; 2 it was to demonstrate at the present time his
own righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who has the faith
of Jesus.



2" Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of law?
That of works? No, rather through the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is
justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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T GOSPEL: Luke 18:9-14
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

9[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they
were righteous and regarded others with contempt:'°“Two men went up to the temple
to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. ""The Pharisee, standing by
himself, was praying thus, ‘God, | thank you that | am not like other people: thieves,
rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 2| fast twice a week; | give a tenth
of all my income.’

13“But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to
heaven but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” 141
tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other, for all who
exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON

T HYMN “Blessed Assurance” RED HYMNAL #638
7



T NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate
of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the
third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

T PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
By the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the Church, the world, and all people
according to their needs:

Lord God, Almighty Father, we give you thanks for your beloved Son, your

life-giving Word, your saving grace, your Holy Spirit and your Church throughout all
times and places. Send your Law within the hearts of your people, and comfort us
with the assurance of the Gospel. Bring forth the day when all Christians are united in
your praise. God of grace... Hear our prayer.

We give you thanks for the creation, O Lord. Bless the raging waters and the tall
mountains, and help us to see your glory in all that you have made. God of grace...
Hear our prayer.

We give you thanks for our country, O Lord. Bless this land with your freedom, justice
and peace. Guide our leaders in ways of humility, wisdom and compassion. God of
grace... Hear our prayer.



We give you thanks for your help and healing, O Lord. Grant that anyone who is in a
time of trouble may know you as their sure refuge and strength. We especially pray
for Annalise, Bill, Bob, Calvin, Chris, Dan, Danielle, Dot, Elizabeth, Erika, Patrick,
Paul, Sarah, William, Winnie and those we name with our lips or in our hearts...
(Time for personal petitions) God of grace... Hear our prayer.

We give you thanks for Tree of Life, O Lord. Keep us from all self-righteousness, and
lead us to speak and to show your abounding mercy and forgiveness. Bless our
bishops, Yehiel and William; our pastor, Robbie; Reformation Evangelical Lutheran
Church and its pastors, Eric and Paige; and Hilltop Lutheran Community Center. God
of grace... Hear our prayer.

We give you thanks for all who have died in the faith and now live in your glory, O
Lord. Sustain us all in the sure hope of your son’s victory through the cross. God of
grace... Hear our prayer.

We lift up these and all our prayers to you, O Lord, in the name of Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

T PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

We Share God’s Holy Meal

OFFERING

T OFFERTORY RED HYMNAL #884
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye Heav’nly host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost

1 OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you
have given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but
on you, who richly provides for us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



T GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the day. The congregation responds:
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T EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION

T LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

T INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Thanks be to God.

All baptized Christians are welcome to commune. Wine and white grape juice are in
the individual cups. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.
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HYMNS “Let Us Break Bread Together” RED HYMNAL #471
“Come To The Table Of Mercy” RED HYMNAL #481

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together: O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this
feast, the body and blood of your Son. By your Spirit, strengthen us to serve all
in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

God Sends Us in Mission

ANNOUNCEMENTS

T BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious

to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.
T HYMN “Here | Am Lord” RED HYMNAL #574

T MISSION STATEMENT

What is our Mission? To be faithful children of God, called by grace through
Christ, and sharing this gift with Middletown, Odessa, Townsend and the
World.

T DISMISSAL
Go in peace; serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

You may listen to the music or depart to do God’s work.

Please join us for refreshments in the fellowship room after the service.
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