Welcome to Tree of Life Lutheran Church
October 19, 2025 — 19" Sunday after Pentecost

Leader in regular type, congregation in bold type
1 means stand as you are able
Restrooms are by the kitchen and by the Wiggle Room

Wiggle Room is available for anyone needing a brief break from
worship, at the end of the piano wing of the sanctuary

WiFi is available: Look for TOL-GUEST: password is OdessaTOL1

We Gather as God’s People

PRELUDE
You can use this time for quiet reflection, prayer and preparation for worship.

T CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another. Silence for reflection.

Most merciful God: We are poor sinners, forever in debt to you. We have turned
from righteousness to wickedness. We have turned away from the poor in our
midst. We have turned to sin in our thoughts, words and deeds; in what we
have done and in what we have left undone. For the sake of your Son Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive our sins, and turn us again to you. Amen.

Our Lord Jesus Christ did not come into the world to condemn the world, but in order
that the world might be saved through him. By the death and resurrection of Christ,
you are forgiven and you are saved. May almighty God strengthen you in faith and
love, in the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

T HYMN “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” RED HYMNAL #773



T APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,

and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.
T HYMN OF PRAISE “This is the Feast” ELW p. 149
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I Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us

e e =

(@J L — B e - — Ir’ (—"
free to be peo-ple of God. Pow - er and rich - es and wis - dom and

n “ J J

9’ i ————_a e —— I i —t— —

& et T2 1 ® et %

strength, and  hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are his.
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T PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray: O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to
hear our cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your
enduring justice for all this suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.



We Hear God’s Word

FIRST READING: Genesis 32:22-31
A reading from Genesis:

22The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and
his eleven children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 22 He took them and sent
them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had.

24 Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 When
the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket,
and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, “Let me
go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless
me.” 27 So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then the
man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with
God and with humans and have prevailed.” 2° Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me
your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed
him. 3% So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For | have seen God face to face,
yet my life is preserved.” 3' The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping
because of his hip.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 121
1 lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come?
2My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.
3The Lord will not let your foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.
4Behold, the keeper of Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep;
Sthe Lord watches over you;
the Lord is your shade at your right hand;
6the sun will not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
"The Lord will preserve you from all evil
and will keep your life.
8The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.



SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5
A reading from 2 Timothy:

14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed,
knowing from whom you learned it '® and how from childhood you have known sacred
writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. "¢ All
scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and
for training in righteousness, " so that the person of God may be proficient, equipped
for every good work.

4Tn the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and
the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, | solemnly urge you:

2 proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable;
convince, rebuke, and encourage with the utmost patience in teaching. 2 For the time
is coming when people will not put up with sound teaching, but, having their ears
tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires #and
will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths.

5 As for you, be sober in everything, endure suffering, do the work of an
evangelist, carry out your ministry fully.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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T GOSPEL: Luke 18:1-8
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to
lose heart. 2He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor
had respect for people. 3 In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and
saying, ‘Grant me justice against my accuser.” * For a while he refused, but later he
said to himself, ‘Though | have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, °yet
because this widow keeps bothering me, | will grant her justice, so that she may not
wear me out by continually coming.”

6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God
grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in
helping them? 81 tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son
of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
T HYMN “My Faith Looks Up To Thee” RED HYMNAL #759

T APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
and descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



T PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
By the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the Church, the world, and all people
according to their needs:

Bless your Church around the world, O Lord. Give your people the desire to study
your Holy Scriptures, the courage to proclaim the Gospel at all times, and the
strength to remain faithful to you rather than chase after false teachings that suit only
our own desires. Help missionaries and all who proclaim your Word in unfavorable
conditions. God of grace... Hear our prayer.

Bless all creation, O Lord. Help us see your glory in all heaven and earth, and to be
good stewards of everything you have made. God of grace... Hear our prayer.

Bless our country, O Lord. Send your wisdom and integrity upon judges, juries and
attorneys, that our courts may be places of justice for all. Bless and guide all in civil
authority. God of grace... Hear our prayer.

Bless anyone who cries out to you, O Lord. Comfort our restless hearts with the
assurance of your care. We especially pray for Annalise, Bill, Bob, Calvin, Chris, Dan,
Danielle, Dot, Elizabeth, Erika, Patrick, Paul, Sarah, William, Winnie and those we
name with our lips or in our hearts... (Time for personal petitions) God of grace...
Hear our prayer.

Bless Tree of Life, O Lord. Help us in those times when we wrestle to know your will;
make us persistent in prayer; and let us rest in the assurance of your care. Bless our
bishops, Yehiel and William; our pastor, Robbie; and St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
and its pastor, Anne. God of grace... Hear our prayer.

Bless all who grieve, O Lord. Accept our thanksgiving for the faithful departed who
now rest in your eternal care, and sustain us in the sure hope of the resurrection.
God of grace... Hear our prayer.

We lift up these and all our prayers to you, O Lord, in the name of Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

T PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



We Share God’s Holy Meal

OFFERING

T OFFERTORY RED HYMNAL #884
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye Heav’nly host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost

T OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you
have given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but
on you, who richly provides for us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the day. The congregation responds:
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T EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

T LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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T INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Thanks be to God.

All baptized Christians are welcome to commune. Wine and white grape juice are in
the individual cups. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.
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HYMNS “Let Us Break Bread Together” RED HYMNAL #471
“Come To The Table Of Mercy” RED HYMNAL #481

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together: O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this
feast, the body and blood of your Son. By your Spirit, strengthen us to serve all
in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen.
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God Sends Us in Mission

ANNOUNCEMENTS

1 BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious
to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.

T HYMN “I'll Fly Away” BLACK BINDER #32

T MISSION STATEMENT

What is our Mission? To be faithful children of God, called by grace through
Christ, and sharing this gift with Middletown, Odessa, Townsend and the
World.

T DISMISSAL
Go in peace; serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
You may listen to the music or depart to do God’s work.

Please join us for refreshments in the fellowship room after the service.
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