Welcome to Tree of Life Lutheran Church
February 8, 2026 — Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

Leader in regular type, congregation in bold type
T means stand as you are able
Restrooms are by the kitchen and by the Wiggle Room

Wiggle Room is available for anyone needing a brief break from
worship, at the end of the piano wing of the sanctuary

WiFi is available: Look for TOL-GUEST: password is OdessaTOL1

We Gather as God’s People

PRELUDE
You can use this time for quiet reflection, prayer and preparation for worship.

T CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The grace of God has been revealed to us in Christ Jesus our Lord. Trusting in his
grace, let us confess our sins in the presence of God and one-another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God: You bring light to the world, but we walk in darkness. You
bring healing to the world, but we cause harm. You bring goodness to the
world, but we live in sin. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, forgive us our
sins; known and unknown; of thought, word and deed. Shine your light into our
hearts and help us, that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, and Christ Jesus is revealed today
to save you. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, | declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

T HYMN “I Want To Walk As A Child Of The Light” RED HYMNAL #815



T APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

T THIS IS THE FEAST

RED HYMNAL pg. 169
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T PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray: Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call
upon you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace
and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

We Hear God’s Word

FIRST READING: Isaiah 58:1-12
A reading from Isaiah:

1 Shout out; do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to
my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins.

2Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they were
a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;
they ask of me righteous judgments; they want God on their side.

3“Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not
notice?” Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day and oppress all your
workers. 4You fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such
fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high. °Is such the fast that
| choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush and to
lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord?

8s not this the fast that | choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the
straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? ’Is it not to
share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; when
you see the naked, to cover them and not to hide yourself from your own kin?

8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring
up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you; the glory of the Lord shall be your rear
guard. °Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, and he
will say, “Here | am.”

If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the
speaking of evil, 1%f you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the
afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the
noonday. ""The Lord will guide you continually and satisfy your needs in parched
places and make your bones strong, and you shall be like a watered garden, like a



spring of water whose waters never fail. '2Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you

shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of

the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 112:1-10
"Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord
and have great delight in God’s commandments!
2Their descendants will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed.
3Wealth and riches will be in their house,
and their righteousness will last forever.
4Light shines in the darkness for the upright;
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.
5|t is good for them to be generous in lending
and to manage their affairs with justice.
5 For they will never be shaken;
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.
"They will not be afraid of any evil rumors;
their heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord.
8 Their heart is established and will not shrink,
until they see their desire upon their enemies.
9They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever;
they will hold up their head with honor.
9The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine
away; the desires of the wicked will perish.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 2:1-13
A reading from 1 Corinthians:

"When | came to you, brothers and sisters, | did not come proclaiming the
testimony of God to you with superior speech or wisdom. 2 For | decided to know
nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3And | came to you in
weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4 My speech and my proclamation
were made not with persuasive words of wisdom but with a demonstration of the
Spirit and of power, °so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the
power of God.



6Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this
age or of the rulers of this age, who are being destroyed. 7 But we speak God'’s
wisdom, a hidden mystery, which God decreed before the ages for our glory and
which none of the rulers of this age understood, for if they had, they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory. °But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear
heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love
him” — ' God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches everything,
even the depths of God. " For what human knows what is truly human except the
human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except
the Spirit of God. 2 Now we have received not the spirit of the world but the Spirit that
is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. '® And we
speak of these things in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit,
interpreting spiritual things to those who are spiritual.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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T GOSPEL: Matthew 5:13-20
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 1¥“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how
can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and
trampled under foot.

14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. ' People
do not light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the
lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. '® In the same way, let your light



shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your
Father in heaven.

7“Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have
come not to abolish but to fulfill. '8For truly | tell you, until heaven and earth pass
away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is
accomplished. ®Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments
and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kihngdom of heaven, but
whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
20For | tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees,
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
T HYMN “For The Beauty Of The Earth” RED HYMNAL #879

T APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
and descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



T PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gathered in the light of Christ, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and
all people according to their need:

Holy Father, you graciously make us the salt of the earth and the light of the world.
Grant that your Church in all times and places might shine the light of your Son,
proclaiming Christ crucified and serving others as he served us. God of grace...
Receive our prayer.

All creation proclaims your glory. Tend to all your creatures and plants amid winter’s
cold, and sustain them for springtime growth. Give shelter from winter weather, and
inspire us to help those in need and all your creation. God of grace...

Receive our prayer.

You call us to loose the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. Guide those
in authority to govern with compassion, and to seek freedom, justice and peace for
all. God of grace...Receive our prayer.

Whenever we cry for help, you are here. Comfort and heal those who are sick, sad or
suffering in any way. We pray especially for Adam, Annalise, Beth, Bill, Bob, Calvin,
Chris, Courtney, Dan, Danielle, Elizabeth, Erika, Gary, Jim and family, Joe, Patrick,
Paul, Richard, Sarah, William, Winnie, and those we name with our lips or in our
hearts... (Time for personal petitions) God of grace... Receive our prayer.

Your wisdom guides Tree of Life. Humble us by your Law and commandments, and
comfort us by your Gospel of forgiveness. Keep us from pointing fingers of hostility or
speaking evil against one-another. Let everything we say and do glorify you and help
our neighbor. Bless our bishops, Yehiel and William; our pastor, Robbie; Evangelical
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd and its pastor, Kibreab; and Lutheran
housing projects throughout Delaware. God of grace... Receive our prayer.

The saints rejoice at your heavenly banquet. We give thanks for their lives of faith,
trusting that we also will be embraced by your eternal love. God of grace...
Receive our prayer.

All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, grant to us, dear Father,
for the sake of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

T PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



We Share God’s Holy Meal

OFFERING

T OFFERTORY RED HYMNAL #884
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye Heav’nly host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost

T OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together: God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and
you open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we
may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and
Lord. Amen.
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The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the day. The congregation responds:



T SANCTUS ELW p. 173
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T EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

T LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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T INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good!
Thanks be to God!

All baptized Christians are welcome to commune. Wine and white grape juice are in
the individual cups. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together: Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus
Christ. In the sacrament of his body and blood, you have drawn us to your
heart. Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty
of your love, and bear witnhess to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God Sends Us in Mission

ANNOUNCEMENTS

T BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and
mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.

T HYMN “Guide Me Ever Great Redeemer” RED HYMNAL #618

T MISSION STATEMENT

What is our Mission? To be faithful children of God, called by grace through
Christ, and sharing this gift with Middletown, Odessa, Townsend and the
World.

T DISMISSAL
Go in peace; share the Good News!
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
You may listen to the music or depart to do God’s work.

Please join us for refreshments in the fellowship room after the service.
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