
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
We Gather as God’s People 

 
 

PRELUDE 
You can use this time for quiet reflection, prayer and preparation for worship. 
 
 

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The grace of God has been revealed to us in Christ Jesus our Lord. Trusting in his 
grace, let us confess our sins in the presence of God and one-another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God: You bring light to the world, but we walk in darkness. You 
bring healing to the world, but we cause harm. You bring goodness to the 
world, but we live in sin. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, forgive us our 
sins; known and unknown; of thought, word and deed. Shine your light into our 
hearts and help us, that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, and Christ Jesus is revealed today 
to save you. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
 

 HYMN “Come We That Love The Lord” RED HYMNAL #625 

Welcome to Tree of Life Lutheran Church 
 

 

February 1, 2026 – Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Leader in regular type, congregation in bold type 
 

 means stand as you are able  
 

Restrooms are by the kitchen and by the Wiggle Room 
 

Wiggle Room is available for anyone needing a brief break from 
worship, at the end of the piano wing of the sanctuary 
 

WiFi is available: Look for TOL-GUEST; password is OdessaTOL1 
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 APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
 
 

 THIS IS THE FEAST                                                          RED HYMNAL pg. 169 
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  PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

Let us pray: Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to 
the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and 
perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see 
the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 

We Hear God’s Word 
 
 

FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8 
A reading from Micah:  

1 Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let 
the hills hear your voice. 2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord, and you 
enduring foundations of the earth, for the Lord has a case against his people, and he 
will contend with Israel. 

3 “O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer 
me! 4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house 
of slavery, and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 5 O my people, 
remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor 
answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the 
saving acts of the Lord.” 
        6 “With what shall I come before the Lord and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7 Will the Lord be 
pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my 
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
        8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord require of 
you but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God? 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 15 
    1 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy hill? 
 2 Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, 
  who speak the truth from their heart;  
 3 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; 
  they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 

4 In their sight the wicked are rejected,  
but they honor those who fear the Lord. 

They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 
5 They do not give their money in hope of gain,  
nor do they take bribes against the innocent. 

Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.  
       
 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
A reading from 1 Corinthians: 

18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, “I will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
               20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater 
of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the 
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through 
the foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for 
signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s 
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than 
human strength. 
         26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by 
human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God 
chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the 
world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, 
things that are not, to abolish things that are, 29 so that no one might boast in the 
presence of God. 30 In contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who became for 
us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 in 
order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                          RED HYMNAL  pg. 171                           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying: 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will 

be filled. 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all 

kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
SERMON 
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 HYMN “Holy Holy Holy” RED HYMNAL #414 
 
 

 APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
and descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    
Gathered in the light of Christ, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and 
all people according to their need: 
 

May your Church be blessed, O Lord. Inspire your people everywhere to do justice, 
love kindness, walk humbly with you, and boldly proclaim Christ crucified. Strengthen 
and protect all who are persecuted for the faith. God of grace… Receive our prayer.  
 

May creation be blessed, O Lord. Grant that winter’s cold may soon give way to new 
warmth and life. Help everyone affected by snow, ice and freezing temperatures. God 
of grace… Receive our prayer. 
 

May our nation be blessed, O Lord. Turn us away from violence and vengeance, 
cruelty and injustice, apathy and enmity. Grant that all in authority may seek 
righteousness, justice, freedom and peace. God of grace… Receive our prayer. 
 

May the needy be blessed, O Lord. Be with those who are poor in body or spirit, 
those who suffer, and those in any trouble. We pray especially for Adam, Annalise, 
Beth, Bill, Bob, Calvin, Chris, Courtney, Dan, Danielle, Elizabeth, Erika, Gary, Joe, 
Patrick, Paul, Richard, Sarah, William, Winnie, and those we name with our lips or in 
our hearts… (Time for personal petitions) God of grace… Receive our prayer. 
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May Tree of Life be blessed, O Lord. Be with us as we gather for our annual meeting 
today. Inspire us to discern your mission for this congregation, and to proclaim your 
Good News in all we say and all we do. Bless our bishops, Yehiel and William; our 
pastor, Robbie; Community Lutheran Church and its pastors, Carla and Karis; and 
Grace of God Community Church. God of grace… Receive our prayer. 
 

May all who mourn be blessed, O Lord, even as those who have died in the faith are 
now alive in your perfect blessing forevermore. Accept our thanks for all the saints, 
and bring about the day when we shall all see your face at last. God of grace… 
Receive our prayer. 
 

All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, grant to us, dear Father, 
for the sake of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 

 PEACE       
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
 
 

We Share God’s Holy Meal 
 

OFFERING 
 
 

 OFFERTORY  RED HYMNAL #884 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye Heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost 
 
 

 OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray together: God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and 
you open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we 
may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and 
Lord. Amen. 
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 GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW p. 172 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the day. The congregation responds: 
 
 

 SANCTUS  ELW p. 173 
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 EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 

 LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

 INVITATION TO COMMUNION     
Taste and see that the Lord is good! 
Thanks be to God! 

 
 

All baptized Christians are welcome to commune. Wine and white grape juice are in 
the individual cups. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

 
 
COMMUNION                      ELW p. 154 
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HYMNS “Change My Heart O God” BLACK BINDER #4 
 “Spirit Song”  BLACK BINDER #6 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Let us pray together: Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus 
Christ. In the sacrament of his body and blood, you have drawn us to your 
heart. Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty 
of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
 

God Sends Us in Mission 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 

 BENEDICTION  
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and 

mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen. 

 
 

 HYMN “Jesus Calls Us O’er The Tumult” RED HYMNAL #696 
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 MISSION STATEMENT 
What is our Mission? To be faithful children of God, called by grace through 
Christ, and sharing this gift with Middletown, Odessa, Townsend and the 
World. 
 
 

 DISMISSAL  
Go in peace; share the Good News! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
 

POSTLUDE 
You may listen to the music or depart to do God’s work. 

 
 
 
 

Please join us for refreshments in the fellowship room after the service. 
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